IMPERSONAL ABSOLUTE  MONARCHY
with a certain amount of interesting evidence with regard to the
state of the kingdom.
The royal authority was restored by the personal action of
Henry IV, but it retained its personal character. Though Henry
IV has played a brilliant part in tradition and legend, he pro-
duced no appreciable effect upon the evolution of the nation.
He restored peace abroad and order at home and re-established
the financial balance of the State, without making any change
in the system of government. He enforced obedience without
suppressing any of the forces of resistance - the princes, the gover-
nors, or the Galvinist party. His projects for enriching the land
by the cultivation of the mulberry, the manufacture of silk, and
the creation of luxury industries remained no more than aspirations.
The struggle with the house of Austria, for which he had made such
good preparation, was nipped in the bud when, at the very
moment of setting out to war, he was assassinated by a Catholic
fanatic. The lasting achievements of his reign were the annexation
to the royal domain of the territory taken from the Duke of Savoy,
Bresse and Bugey, which afterwards went to make up the depart-
ment of Ain; besides the foundation of the four most ancient
infantry regiments of France, which originated in the 'vieilles
bdndes* (old hands) formed under Francis I and took the name of
the camps formed near the frontiers of Piedmont, Navarre,
Champagne, and Picardy.
jgovernment  by   the   principal   minister
Henry IV left only one son, who was still a minor, and for half
a century France was governed, not by the king, but by a minister
who issued orders in his name. Henry IV's widow, Marie de5
Medici, who became regent for her son, Louis XIII, was an ig-
norant and narrow-minded Italian, who allowed an Italian, Con-
cini, the husband of her waiting-woman, to govern in her stead.
It was now evident to what an extent the royal power depended
upon the person exercising it. The Regent was incapable of
resisting the princes and great men of the land, and so granted them
pensions and governorships; in 1614 she summoned the States-
General. This was the last time they met before the Revolution.
On attaining his majority Louis XIII caused Concini to be
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